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Bylaws of the Kinsmen Minor Football League (KMFL)
Article I – Membership
1. Player Registration
· Players must complete registration and pay all fees before participating in practices or games.
· Proof of age and residency may be required.
· Registration deadlines will be set annually by the Executive Committee.
2. Volunteers & Coaches
· All volunteers and coaches must complete required applications, background checks, and certifications as determined by the League.
· Coaches shall abide by the League’s Coaching Code of Conduct and attend mandatory training sessions.

Article II – Teams and Player Allocation
1. Team Formation
· Teams shall be formed with the objective of creating balanced competition.
· The Executive Committee will determine the number of teams per age division each season.
2. Player Draft / Allocation
· Returning players may be assigned to the same team where possible.
· New players shall be assigned through a draft system or equalization process administered by the League to ensure fair distribution of talent.
· Siblings of the same age group will be placed on the same team unless otherwise requested by parents/guardians.
3. Trades & Movement
· Player movement between teams requires approval of the Executive Committee.
· No trades shall be permitted after the second week of league play.

Article III – Game Operations
1. Schedules
· The League schedule shall be set by the Executive Committee prior to the start of the season.
· Postponements due to weather or field conditions will be communicated by the Game Day Operations Director.
2. Rules of Play
· All games shall be played in accordance with Football Canada rules, with modifications as approved by the League.
· Age-appropriate playing time rules shall be in effect to ensure all players receive fair opportunities to participate.
3. Officials
· Certified officials shall be assigned to all games.
· The League shall support the recruitment and training of new officials.

Article IV – Discipline and Conduct
1. General Conduct
· All members must act in accordance with the League’s values of sportsmanship, respect, and safety.
· Unsportsmanlike conduct by players, coaches, parents, or spectators may result in removal from the field.
2. Disciplinary Procedures
· The Executive Committee shall appoint a Disciplinary Subcommittee to handle conduct issues.
· Penalties may include warnings, suspensions, or expulsion from the League depending on severity.
· Decisions may be appealed to the full Executive Committee within seven (7) days of the ruling.

Article V – Safety
1. Player Equipment
· All equipment must meet League safety standards and be properly fitted.
· Players may not participate without required protective equipment.
2. Concussion Protocol
· Any player suspected of sustaining a concussion must be removed from play immediately and cannot return without medical clearance.
3. Emergency Procedures
· Each team shall have a designated Safety Officer or trainer responsible for first aid and emergency protocols.

Article VI – Financial Policies
1. Fees
· Registration fees shall be set annually by the Executive Committee.
· Financial assistance programs may be available to ensure no child is excluded due to financial hardship.
2. Fundraising & Sponsorship
· Fundraising activities must be approved by the Executive Committee.
· Sponsorship recognition will be determined by the League’s sponsorship policy.

Article VII – Committees
1. Standing Committees may include, but are not limited to:
· Coaching Committee
· Game Day Operations Committee
· Discipline & Safety Committee
· Fundraising & Sponsorship Committee
2. Duties
· Committees shall operate under the authority of the Executive Committee and report regularly on their activities.

Article VIII – Amendments
1. These Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of the Board of Executives at any time throughout the year
2. Proposed changes must be distributed to members at least fourteen (14) days in advance of the vote.
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