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At KDMHA, we  work ha rd to ensure  a  fa ir and transparent tryout process  for a ll 
players  and familie s . We unders tand tha t tryouts  can be  a  s tress ful time– not jus t for 
the  players , but a lso for familie s  and our Executive  team. There ‘s  a  lot of information 
to take  in, and we  know tha t sometimes  familie s  may fee l unsure  or le ft with 
ques tions . Tha t‘s  why we‘ve  crea ted this  FAQ– to address  common concerns  and 
he lp everyone  be tte r unders tand how tryouts  work. We encourage  a ll familie s  to take  
a  few moments  to read through this  re source . If you s till have  ques tions , please  don‘t 
hes ita te  to reach out to the  appropria te  Convenor. We‘re  he re  to support you every 
s tep of the  way.  
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How do I know what is  be ing eva lua ted and the  weight 
of tha t skill?   

Players  a re  eva lua ted on s ka ting , puck contro l, s hooting  and game s itua tions  
and  unders tanding . Goa lies  a re  eva lua ted on the ir ability to s top  the  puck, the ir 
ag ility and  recovery, pos itiona l p lay and following  and  an tic ipa ting  the  p lay. 
The  weighting  of these  crite ria  depends  on the  age  group, and is  based on Hockey 
Canada‘s  player pa thways  and se t out in Kemptville  Dis trict Minor Hockey 
Associa tion (KDMHA)‘s  Rules  and Regula tions , Sec tion  4.7 Criteria  and  
Weighting .  

 



Can players  rece ive  feedback about the ir tryout?   
Yes , p layer feedback can be  provided upon reques t a  minimum of 24 hours  afte r 
re lease  by reques ting to the  Divis ion  Convenor. The  Divis ion Convenor will provide  
the  player feedback report which provides  a  vis ua l recap  of the  scoring crite ria  a s  
noted above on where  the  player is  to the  average  of the  players  moving on. No 
eva lua tor s cores  or comparisons  to othe r players  will be  provided.  

Note : Player eva lua tions  a re  meant to support p layer deve lopment going into the  
next leve l or house  sorts . Feedback will not be  provided to players  who make  the  
competitive  team; success ful players  may speak to the ir coach to ge t feedback for 
the  upcoming season. This  is  la id out in our Rules  and Regula tions  loca ted on our 
KDMHA webs ite .  
 
  

📅📅 � ~À„ À‰¬� Ŵ� w≠« ∑≥Ý›∑  

Why are  the  U11 and U9 Competitive  Tryouts  done  in 
the  Fa ll?   

The  Kemptville  Dis trict Minor Hockey Associa tion (KDMHA) follows  the  Hockey 
Canada  P layer Pa thways  which s tipula te  no hockey tryouts  prior to Labour Day 
for U9 and U11. To follow this  pa thway and provide  a  seasona l break for familie s  and 
players , KDMHA follows  this  recommenda tion.  

Why are  the  U7 and U9 Conditioning Camps  done  in the  
fa ll?   

Four camps  (or —skill sess ions“) prior to eva lua tions  a re  a  requirement of the  Hockey 
Canada  P layer Pa thways  for these  age  groups . KDMHA follows  these  Pa thways , 
which a re  pos ted on our webs ite .  
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How do we know tha t the  team is  not a lready made  
before  tryouts  s ta rt?   

KDMHA is  committed to conducting eva lua tions  in a  manner tha t is  objective , 
transparent and fa ir. We invite  a ll members  to review and unders tand the  process  for 
player se lection se t out in Sec tions  4 through 6 of KDMHA‘s  Rules  and  
Regula tions .  

In summary, no team is  se lected until the  fina l eva lua tion  is  comple ted. Everyone 
who he lps  with tryouts  a re  volunteers . Evalua tors  are  individua ls  who have  hockey 
experience  and have no a ffilia tions  to the  tryout players . On-ice  he lp a re  not a  pa rt of 
the  eva luation process  but a re  the re  to ass is t in direction of drills  and keep the  
tryouts  moving. The  Divis ion  Convenor, Vice  Pres ident and Pres ident work 
diligently to ensure  the  player se lection process  follows  the  es tablished rules  and 
processes , and tha t the  fa irness  of the  player se lection process  is  ma inta ined 
throughout.  

Does  the  coach have  any say in the  players  they ge t on 
the  team?   

Yes , coaches  do have  input in the  team se lection process  within the  es tablished 
s tructured and transparent process . For example , the  Divis ion  Convenor, Vice  
Pres ident and Pres ident welcome feedback from the  coach in the  se lection of 
independent and knowledgeable  eva lua tors  as  we ll a s  the  idea l number of players  
pe r pos ition (i.e . goa lies , de fenders , centres  e tc.). Once  eva lua tions  a re  comple te , 
coaches  provide  feedback to the  Divis ion Convenor, Vice  Pres ident and Pres ident in 
fina l discuss ions  to he lp form the  team.  

There  a re  too many players  on the  ice  for my player to 
be  eva lua ted, can the  number of players  be  reduced per 
ice  time?   



KDMHA will limit the  number of players  a llowed to regis te r for tryouts  in orde r to limit 
the  number of players  on the  ice . Note  this  may result in an inability to accommodate  
wa lk-ins  and la te  tryout regis tra tion if the  group is  a lready a t the  maximum number of 
regis tra tions . As  ice  is  booked for tryouts  a t a  minimum of 6 months  in advance , 
KDMHA is  not able  to add additiona l sess ions  if the  tryout regis tra tions  exceed wha t 
was  planned.  
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What experience  do the  Eva lua tors  have?   

All eva lua tors  are  voluntee rs . KDMHA does  our bes t to ensure  tha t the  eva lua tors  
have  the  necessa ry experience  and tra ining to eva lua te  players  e ffective ly, and as  
se t out in Sec tion  5 of KDMHA‘s  Rules  and  Regula tions .  

Are the  on-ice  coaches  coaching only some players  and 
not others?   

On-ice  coaches /he lp are  only the re  to ass is t the  head coach and a re  not coaching 
any of the  players . All coaches  and on-ice  he lp a re  voluntee rs . KDMHA works  ve ry 
ha rd to ge t on-ice  he lp tha t has  limited conflic t o f in te res t to the  players  on the  ice  
and a re  only the re  to encourage  the  players  throughout and do not form part of the  
eva lua tion  proces s .  
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My child is  going to miss  one  of the  tryouts . Do they 
need to a ttend a ll tryouts  to be  cons idered for the  team?   

We unders tand tha t conflicts  or unexpected circumstances  can a rise , and miss ing a  
tryout does  not automatica lly exclude  a  player from be ing cons ide red for a  team. 



However, a ttending a ll tryouts  is  s trongly recommended, a s  it gives  eva luators  the  
bes t opportunity to fa irly and accura te ly assess  each player's  skills  and deve lopment. 
Miss ing a  sess ion may limit the  amount of information eva luators  have , which could 
impact placement– especia lly in a  highly competitive  group. If your child mus t miss  a  
tryout, please  notify your convenor as  soon as  poss ible .  

Communica tion is  key, and we  will a lways  do our best to support your child's  
opportunity to be  eva lua ted fa irly.  

Storm s pecific : Due to absence  of player borders , S torm could be  approached for 
players  re leased during competitive  tryouts  to a ttend a  S torm tryout a t any time  of 
the  tryouts . As our eva lua tion process  does  not disadvantage  players  who miss  a  
tryout this  is  pe rmitted a t the  competitive  leve l, but s till mus t meet the  import c rite ria  
as  se t out in Rules  and  Regula tions .  

My child is  injured and cannot participa te  in Tryouts , will 
they be  placed on the  competitive  team?   

KDMHA will review injury-re la ted s itua tions  on a  cas e -by-cas e  bas is . P layers  who 
sus ta in a  se rious  injury, including but not limited to broken bones , s ignificant 
muscula r injuries , or injuries  requiring surgery, mus t provide  a  phys ic ian‘s  no te  
outlining the  na ture  of the  injury and the  es tima ted re turn-to-play da te  for review by 
the  KDMHA Executive . Upon rece ipt of the  required documenta tion, KDMHA will 
a ssess  the  s itua tion and dete rmine  the  appropria te  next s teps , which may include  
eva luation a t a  la te r da te . P lacement a t a  previous ly played leve l is  not guaranteed, 
nor will players  automatica lly be  cons ide red for a  specific leve l based sole ly on prior 
pa rticipa tion.  
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My child has  been re leased from tryouts  and wants  to try 
out for the  next leve l. Are  they automatica lly moved to 
the  next tie r?   



No, you must reg is te r and pay for each tie r your child is  trying out for. If you need 
ass is tance , please  reach out to Ka thy, the  S torm Regis tra r: 
s tormregis tra r@kemptvillehockey.com   

We did not play for Kemptville  S torm las t season. What 
is  the  import policy?   

Sec tion  2 of the  KDMHA‘s  Rules  and  Regula tions  outlines  the  S torm import rules : 
In the  absence  of player boundaries , Kemptville  S torm will pe rmit a  maximum of 3 
import p layers  per team for Tie r 1 competitive  divis ions . In order to be  cons ide red 
a t tryouts , import players  mus t place  in the  top  3 for the ir pos ition (forward or 
de fense ) or be  the  top  goa lie . No imports  will be  pe rmitted for othe r Tie rs  of 
competitive  teams or house  teams.  

An —import“ p layer is  de fined for S torm as  a  player who was  regis tered with another 
a ssocia tion (not with KDMHA) under OWHA or HEO for the  previous  season. 
Re leased players  within OWHA will be  cons ide red imports  once  re leased from 
Storm. Exceptions  may be  made  for players  tha t have  moved to Kemptville , upon 
cons ide ra tion by the  VP S torm. The Pres ident, VP Storm  and Divis ion  Convenor 
may cons ide r exceptions  on a  case -by-case  bas is .  

Can a  S torm Player tryout for another Associa tion?   

Sec tion  2 of the  KDMHA‘s  Rules  and  Regula tions  outlines  the  S torm import rules : 
Kemptville  S torm will not is sue  pe rmiss ion to tryout for S torm players  tha t wish to 
tryout e lsewhere  a t leve ls  tha t Kemptville  intends  to offe r. P layers  can ins tead be  
re leas ed  if they wish to go e lsewhere . The  Pres ident, VP S torm and Divis ion 
Convenor may cons ider exceptions  on a  case -by-case  bas is .  

Still have  ques tions ?  Please  reach out 
to your Divis ion  Convenor. We‘re  he re  to 
support you every s tep of the  way.  

 

  


